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RESOURCES  

 

OPRHP  

Hand boo k  on  t he  A l i ena t i on  an d  
Conver s io n  o f  Mu nic i pa l  
Park land  in  New York  

ht tp :// nysparks . co m/pub l i c a t ions/
documen ts/Al i ena t ionHan dboo k .pd f  

 

Nat iona l  Park  Ser v ice  

L and  and  Wat er  C onserva t ion  
Fun d  Manua l ,   Ch apt er  8 —Post  
Comple t i on  an d  S t ewardsh ip  

ht tp ://w ww.nps . go v/ncrc/
programs/ lwc f  

 

Ot her  Resources :  

 

New York  St a t e  Confe renc e  o f  
Mayors  and  Muni c ipa l  O f f i c i a l s  
(NYCOM)  

ht tp :// nycom .org  

(518 )  46 3 -1 185  

 

New York  St a t e  Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Towns   

ht tp ://w ww.ny tow ns .org  

(518 )  46 5 -7 933   

 

New York  St a t e  Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Count ie s  (NY SAC)  

ht tp :// nysac .org  

(518 )  46 5 -1 473  

Municipally owned parkland and open 

space are nonrenewable resources which 

are carefully preserved in all 

communities.  While the preservation of 

municipal parks and open space is our 

goal, OPRHP recognizes that sometimes 

a change in use of parkland may be 

necessary.  OPRHP endorses a “no net 

loss of parkland” policy.   

Parkland “alienation” occurs when a 

municipality wishes to sell, lease, or 

discontinue municipal parkland.  These 

actions require the municipality to 

receive prior authorization from the 

State in the form of legislation enacted 

by the New York State Legislature and 

approved by the Governor.  Parkland 

“conversion” may also apply to municipal 

parks in New York State.  Parks with 

Federal dollars invested are subject to 

both alienation and conversion 

procedures. 

This brochure is designed to provide a 

brief overview of the alienation and 

conversion processes.  For more detailed 

information, please see the Handbook on 

the Alienation and Conversion of 

Municipal Parkland in New York. 

Parkland Parkland 

Alienation and Alienation and 

ConversionConversion  



ALIENATION :  
Occur s  w h e n  a  mun ic i pa l i t y  s e l l s ,  
l e a s e s  o r  d i s cont inue s  pa r k la nd .  
 

Th e  pr imary  ro le  o f  OPRHP i s  to  
p rov ide  ad v ice  and  gu id ance  to  th e  
mun ic ipa l i t y ,  concerned  c i t i zens ,  th e  
G ov ernor  and  th e  Legi s l a tu re .   I n  
in s t ances  wh ere  pub l i c  grant  f und s  h ave  
b een  inv es ted  in  th e  park ,  OPRHP i s  
more  inv o lv ed .  

 

Wh en  con s id er i ng  a  ch ang e  i n  u se  o f  
p ark l an d  or  r ec r e at i on a l  ar e as ,  t h e  
mun i c i p a l i t y  m ust :  

1 .  F i r s t  d et ermin e  i f  t h e  ac t i on  i s  an  
a l i en at i on .  

2 .  Exp lor e  o th er  op t i on s  t o  av o id  
us in g  p ark la n d .  

3 .  Inv o lv e  t he  p ub l i c .  

4 .  Not i fy  OP R HP — m unic ip a l i t i e s  a re  
enco ur ag e d  to  contac t  the  R eg ion a l  
Gra nt s  O f f i c er  i n  t he i r  ar ea  e ar ly  i n  
the  p roc ess .  

5 .  Det ermi n e  i f  S t a t e  o r  Fe d era l  fu n ds  
wer e  i nv es t ed  in  th e  p a rk .  

6 .  Comp l et e  t h e  P ark l an d  Al i en at i on  
Mu ni c ip a l  In fo r mat ion  Form ( s e e  
Handbook )  

7 .  Contac t  y ou r  lo c a l  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
sp onsor .  

8 .  Dra f t  l e g i s l a t i on  w i t h  the  h e lp  o f  
the  l eg i s l a t i v e  sp on sor  an d  OP RH P 
Couns e l s  O f f i c e  

9 .  Pass  a  Mu ni c ip a l  Ho me  Ru l e  
Re q u es t .  

1 0 .  Cond uc t  a  r ev i ew  p urs ua nt  t o  S t a t e  
Env i ro nm ent a l  Qu a l i t y  Rev i ew  Ac t  
(S EQR )  

CONVERSION :  
Only  a pp l i e s  to  mun i c ipa l  pa r k s  th a t  
h a v e  r e ce iv e d  Fe d e r a l  La nd  a nd  Wa te r  
Cons e r v a t ion  Fund  ( L WCF)  o r  Ur b a n  
P a r k  a nd  Re cr e a t ion  Re cov e r y  
P r og r a m ( UP ARR)  f und s  a nd  a r e  b e ing  
conv e y e d  o r  t a k e n  out  o f  ou td oor  
r e c r e a t ion  u s e ,  i n  w h o le  o r  i n  pa r t .  
 

Th e  ro le  o f  OPRHP i s  to  ac t  a s  a  l i a i son  
b e tween  th e  mun ic ipa l i t y  and  th e  
N at iona l  Park  Serv ice  (N PS) .  
 

Wh en a  m un i c ip a l i t y  i s  cons id er i ng  th e  
conv ers i o n  o f  F ed er a l l y  map p e d  p ark l an d  
( r e su l t ing  f ro m a  LWC F or  U PA RR 
gra nt )  i t  m us t  work  th roug h  OP RH P to  
s e ek  N PS ap p rov a l ,  a s  fo l lows :  

1 .  Comp l et e  an  e nv i ronm e nta l  r ev i ew  
wi th  doc um ent at i on  p u rsu ant  t o  th e  
Nat i o na l  Env i ro nm ent a l  Po l i cy  Ac t  
(N EP A) .  

2 .  Det ermi n e  th e  e f f ec t  o f  the  
conv ers i o n  on  h i s tor i c  r eso urc es  
p urs ua nt  t o  N E PA.  

3 .  Se l ec t  s ub s t i tu t e  l an ds  an d  s ub mi t  
ap p ra i s a l s  (F e d er a l  s t a nd ar ds  ap p ly ) .  

4 .  En sur e  t hat  r ep lac em e nt  l an ds  an d  
rem ain i ng  l a nd s  m e et  e l ig ib i l i t y  
r e qu i re me nt s .  

5 .  Coord in at e  r ev i ew  wi t h  o th er  F e d er a l  
Ag enc i es .  

6 .  Prep ar e  s urv ey  m ap s .  

7 .  Sub mi t  t h e  p ack a g e  to  the  NP S 
throu gh  O PR HP .  

NOTE:   Genera l ly  speak ing ,  c onver s ion  
o f  muni c ipa l  park land  i s  a l s o  a l i enat ion .   
Al i enat ion  l eg i s la t i on  mus t  be  enac ted  
pr ior  t o  submis s ion  o f  the  c onver s ion  

package  t o  NPS.  
 

.  

N ew  Yo rk  S t a te  O f f i c e  o f  P ar k s ,  Re cr e at ion  and  Hi s tor i c  P re s er v a t i on  

R e g i o n a l  G r a n t  Ad m i n i s t r a to r s  

ALLEGANY REGION 

Lynn LeFeber 

Allegany State Park 

2373 ASP Rte 1, Salamanca, NY 14779 

(716) 354-9101 ext 235, FAX (716) 354-6755 

COUNTIES: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua 

 

CENTRAL REGION 

Jean Egenhofer 

Clark Reservation, Jamesville, NY 13078 

(315) 492-1756, FAX (315) 492-3277 

COUNTIES: Oswego, Oneida, Onondaga, Cortland, 
Chenango, Otsego, Madison, Broome, Herkimer, 
Delaware 

 

FINGER LAKES REGION 

Laurie Moore 

2221 Taughannock Park Road 

RD 3, Box 283, Trumansburg, NY 14886 

(607) 387-7041 ext 103, FAX (607) 387-3390 

COUNTIES: Wayne, Ontario, Yates, Steuben, Seneca, 
Cayuga, Schuyler, Tioga, Tompkins, Chemung 

 

GENESEE REGION 

Karen Ferguson 

1 Letchworth State Park 

Castile, NY 14427 

(585) 493-3613, FAX (585) 493-5272 

COUNTIES: Orleans, Monroe, Genesee, Wyoming, 
Livingston 

 

LONG ISLAND REGION 

Traci Christian 

Belmont Lake State Park 

PO Box 247, Babylon, NY 11702-0247 

(631) 321-3543, FAX (631) 321-3721 

COUNTIES: Nassau, Suffolk 

 

NEW YORK CITY REGION 

Merrill Hesch 

Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. State Office Bldg. 

163 West 125th Street, 17th Floor, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 866-2599, FAX (212) 866-3186 

COUNTIES: Bronx, New York, Kings, Queens, Rich-
mond 

 

NIAGARA REGION 

Noelle Kardos 

Niagara Reservation 

PO Box 1132, Niagara Falls, NY 14303 

(716) 278-1761, FAX (716) 278-1744 

COUNTIES: Erie, Niagara 

 

SARATOGA/CAPITAL DISTRICT  REGION 

Cathy Jepson 

Saratoga Spa State Park 

19 Roosevelt Drive, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-6214 

(518) 584-2000, FAX (518) 584-5694 

COUNTIES: Essex, Fulton, Montgomery, Saratoga, 
Schoharie, Albany, Greene, Warren, Washington, 
Rensselaer, Schenectady 

 

TACONIC & PALISADES REGIONS 

Erin O’Neil 

Taconic Regional Office 

 9 Old Post Road, PO Box 308, Staatsburg, NY 12580 

(845) 889-3865, FAX (845) 889-8321 

COUNTIES: Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster, Westchester 

 

THOUSAND ISLANDS REGION 

Gayle Underhill-Plumb 

Keewaydin State Park, Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 

(315) 482-2593, FAX (315) 482-9413 

COUNTIES: Hamilton, Jefferson, Lewis, St Lawrence, 
Franklin, Clinton 


